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SUBJECT: SIHANOUK'S TRAVEL PLANS 

1. AFP PEKING IS FILING STORY THIS AFTERNOON (AUGUST 8) 

SAYING SIHANOUK HAS BEEN INVITED BY THE RED KHMER 
AUTHORITIESTO RETURCUTO PHNOM PENH BUT HAS NOT YET 
GIVEN A POSITIVE REPLY. THIEUNN PRASITH FROM THE 
CAMBODIAN 

EMBASSY IN PEKING (IN CHARGE OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR) IS SAID TO HAVE VISITED 
PYONGYANG ON JULY 18 TO CONVEY THE INVITATION OF THE 
PHNOM PENH AUTHORITIES FOR SIHANOUK, MONIQUE ANB 
PEN NOUTH AND HIS WIFE TO RETURN TO CAMBODIA AT ANY 
TIME CONVENIENT AFTER AUGUST 1. SARIN CHAAK REPORTEDLY 
ACCOMPANIED PRASITH ON HIS VISIT. ACCORDING TO THE STORY, 
SIHANOUK PLANS TO GO TO TIENTSIN AROUND AUGUST 20 FOR A 
BRIEF MEDICAL CHECKUP AND THEN RETURN TO PEKING TO DECIDE 
WHETHER TO ACCEPT THE INVITATION. IF SIHANOUK DOES RETURN 
TO PHNOM PENH, HE WILL DO SO FOR A SHORT VISIT IN THE FIRST 
PART OF SEPTEMBER. 

2. BEGIN XGDS-2, NOFORN DISSEM. AFP CORRESPONDENT 
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CLOSE TO SIHANOUK WHO WAS IN ON THE DISCUSSION IN 
PYONGYANG. SOURCE RETURNED BRIEFLY TO PEKING. SOURCE 
ALSO SAID— BUT AFP IS NOT FILING-THAT IN FACT SIHANOUK 
IS VERY FRIGHTENED. SINCE THE INVITATION DID NOT INCLUDE 
MEMBERS OF HIS ENTOURAGE OTHER THAN PEN NOUTH, 

SIHANOUK FEARS THE KHMER ROUGE MAY ARREST HIM ON 
ARRIVAL IN PHNOM PENH. THIS IS THT SECOND OR THIRD 
INVITATION SIHANOUK HAS RECEIVED FROM THE KHMER ROUGE. 

HE NO LONGER CAN USE HIS SICK MOTHER AS AN EXCUSE FOR 
NOT RETURNING AND KNOWS THAT THE BIG MOMENT OF DECISION 
HAS COME. SIHANOUK. REPORTEDLY, DOES NOT PLAN TO 
DECIDE UNTIL AFTER HE CAN TALK THE SITUATION OVER WITH 
CHOU EN-LAI IN PEKING AND PERHAPS RECEIVE SOME CHINESE 
GUARANTEE FOR HIS SAFETY. 

3. AFP'S SOURCE FURTHER SAID THAT WHEN THE 
INVITATION ARRIVED, SIHANOUK TOOK A POLL OF HIS CABINET 
TO SEE HOW MANY OF HIS FOLLOWERS WANTED TO RETURN TO 
CAMBODIA. NOT ONE VOTED FOR RETURN. SIHANOUK 
HIMSELF IS SAID TO BELIEVE THAT THE REGIME IN PHNOM 
PENH IS "FASCIST" AND IS NOW HOPING THEIR EXCESSES 
WILL CAUSE THEM TO FALL FROM POWER. THE SIHANOUKISTS 
OPENLY REFER TO THE KHMER ROUGE AS THE "ENEMY". 

SIHANOUK IS ALSO SAID TO BE UNHAPPY BECAUSE KHIEU 
SAMPHAN HAS BROKEN THE PACT AGREED TO EARLIER IN 
PEKING WHICH CALLED FOR KHIEU SAMPHAN TO RUN INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS ONLY, LEAVING FOREIGN RELATIONS TO SIHANOUK. 

4. AFP CORRESPONDENT SAID THE RECENT RUMORS THAT 
SIHANOUK PLANNED TO RETURN TO CAMBODIA STEMMED FROM 
STATEMENTS BY THE CAMBODIAN AMBASSADOR IN 

PEKING TO TWO OTHER DIPLOMATS ON JULY 19. APPARENTLY, 

THE KHMER ROUGE (HE SAYS THE AMBASSADOR AND REST 
OF THE CAMBODIAN EMBASSY STAFF HERE ARE KHMER ROUGE) 

ASSUMED SIHANOUK WOULD ACCEPT THE INVITATION THEY HAD 
TENDERED EARLIER. 

5. BOTH THE INFORMATION IN PARAS 2 AND 3 NOT FILED BY AFP AND THESE 
SOURCES ARE VERY SENSITIVE. PLEASE PROTECT. END XGDS-2, NOFORN 
DISSEM. 
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